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1) IN the following pages I offer nothing more than simple facts, plain 
arguments, and common sense: and have no other preliminaries1 to settle 
with the reader, than that he will divest2 himself of prejudice and 
prepossession, and suffer his reason and his feelings to determine for 
themselves that he will put on, or rather that he will not put off, the true 
character of a man, and generously enlarge his views beyond the present day. 

2) Volumes have been written on the subject of the struggle between England 
and America. Men of all ranks have embarked in the controversy, from different 
motives, and with various designs; but all have been ineffectual, and the period 
of debate is closed. Arms as the last resource decide the contest; the appeal was 
the choice of the King, and the Continent has accepted the challenge. 

3) The Sun never shined on a cause of greater worth. 'Tis not the affair of a City, 
a County, a Province, or a Kingdom; but of a Continent — of at least one-eighth 
part of the habitable Globe. 'Tis not the concern of a day, a year, or an age; 
posterity3 are virtually involved in the contest, and will be more or less affected 
even to the end of time, by the proceedings now. Now is the seed-time of 
Continental union, faith and honour. The least fracture now will be like a name 
engraved with the point of a pin on the tender rind4 of a young oak; the wound 
would enlarge with the tree, and posterity read in it full grown characters. 

4) I have heard it asserted by some, that as America has flourished under her 
former connection with Great Britain, the same connection is necessary towards 
her future happiness, and will always have the same effect. Nothing can be more 
fallacious5 than this kind of argument. We may as well assert that because a 
child has thrived upon milk, that it is never to have meat, or that the first twenty 
years of our lives is to become a precedent for the next twenty. But even this is 

                                                 
1 Preliminaries – N. An action or event preceding another of fuller or greater 
importance. 
2 Divest – V. To deprive or force to go without. 
3 Posterity – N. Future generations  
4 Rind – N. The skin of a fruit or plant 
5 Fallacious – Adj. False; untrue 

admitting more than is true; for I answer roundly that America would have 
flourished as much, and probably much more, had no European power taken 
any notice of her. The commerce by which she hath enriched herself are the 
necessaries of life, and will always have a market while eating is the custom of 
Europe. 

5) But she has protected us, say some. That she hath engrossed us is true, and 
defended the Continent at our expense as well as her own, is admitted; and she 
would have defended Turkey from the same motive, viz. — for the sake of trade 
and dominion. 

6) Alas! we have been long led away by ancient prejudices and made large 
sacrifices to superstition. We have boasted the protection of Great Britain, 
without considering, that her motive was INTEREST not ATTACHMENT; and 
that she did not protect us from OUR ENEMIES on OUR ACCOUNT; but from 
HER ENEMIES on HER OWN ACCOUNT, from those who had no quarrel with 
us on any OTHER ACCOUNT, and who will always be our enemies on the SAME 
ACCOUNT. Let Britain waive her pretensions to the Continent, or the Continent 
throw off the dependence, and we should be at peace with France and Spain, 
were they at war with Britain.  

7) It hath lately been asserted in parliament, that the Colonies have no relation 
to each other but through the Parent Country, i.e. that Pennsylvania and the 
Jerseys and so on for the rest, are sister Colonies by the way of England; this is 
certainly a very roundabout way of proving relationship, but it is the nearest and 
only true way of proving enmity6 (or enemyship, if I may so call it.) France and 
Spain never were, nor perhaps ever will be, our enemies as AMERICANS, but as 
our being the SUBJECTS OF GREAT BRITAIN. 

8) But Britain is the parent country, say some. Then the more shame upon her 
conduct. Even brutes do not devour their young, nor savages make war upon 
their families. Wherefore, the assertion, if true, turns to her reproach; but it 
happens not to be true, or only partly so, and the phrase PARENT OR MOTHER 
COUNTRY hath been jesuitically7 adopted by the King and his parasites, with 
a low papistical8 design of gaining an unfair bias on the credulous9 weakness 
of our minds. Europe, and not England, is the parent country of America. This 
new World hath been the asylum for the persecuted lovers of civil and religious 
liberty from EVERY PART of Europe. Hither have they fled, not from the tender 
embraces of the mother, but from the cruelty of the monster; and it is so far true 
of England, that the same tyranny which drove the first emigrants from home, 
pursues their descendants still. 

                                                 
6 Enmity – N. A state of being hostile 
7 Jesuitically – Adv. Religiously; extremely scrupulous conscientious  
8 Papistical – Adj. Of or pertaining to the Catholic Church (used derogatorily)  
9 Credulous – Adj. Gullible; a propensity to believe anything  

Audio 

 



9) In this extensive quarter of the globe, we forget the narrow limits of three 
hundred and sixty miles (the extent of England) and carry our friendship on a 
larger scale; we claim brotherhood with every European Christian, and triumph 
in the generosity of the sentiment. 

10) It is pleasant to observe by what regular gradations10 we surmount the 
force of local prejudices, as we enlarge our acquaintance with the World. A man 
born in any town in England divided into parishes11, will naturally associate 
most with his fellow parishioners (because their interests in many cases will be 
common) and distinguish him by the name of NEIGHBOR; if he meet him but a 
few miles from home, he drops the narrow idea of a street, and salutes him by 
the name of TOWNSMAN; if he travel out of the county and meet him in any 
other, he forgets the minor divisions of street and town, and calls him 
COUNTRYMAN, i.e. COUNTYMAN; but if in their foreign excursions they 
should associate in France, or any other part of EUROPE, their local 
remembrance would be enlarged into that of ENGLISHMEN. And by a just 
parity12 of reasoning, all Europeans meeting in America, or any other quarter of 
the globe, are COUNTRYMEN; for England, Holland, Germany, or Sweden, 
when compared with the whole, stand in the same places on the larger scale, 
which the divisions of street, town, and county do on the smaller ones; 
Distinctions too limited for Continental minds. Not one third of the inhabitants, 
even of this province, [Pennsylvania], are of English descent. Wherefore, I 
reprobate13 the phrase of Parent or Mother Country applied to England only, 
as being false, selfish, narrow and ungenerous. 

11) But, admitting that we were all of English descent, what does it amount to? 
Nothing. Britain, being now an open enemy, extinguishes every other name and 
title: and to say that reconciliation is our duty, is truly farcical. The first king of 
England, of the present line (William the Conqueror14) was a Frenchman, 
and half the peers of England are descendants from the same country; 
wherefore, by the same method of reasoning, England ought to be governed by 
France. 

12) Much hath been said of the united strength of Britain and the Colonies, that 
in conjunction they might bid defiance to the world. But this is mere 
presumption; the fate of war is uncertain, neither do the expressions mean 
anything; for this continent would never suffer itself to be drained of 
inhabitants, to support the British arms in either Asia, Africa, or Europe. 

                                                 
10 Gradations – N. A scale of stages or degrees  
11 Parish – N. A region consisting of a group of people under authority of a church 
12 Parity – N. A state or condition of being equal/condition of having borne children 
13 Reprobate – V. To disapprove of; condemn; reject 
14 William the Conqueror – French (Norman) ruler who defeated the English 
defenses in the Battle of Hastings (1066) – brought French nobles, language, and 
culture  

13) Besides, what have we to do with setting the world at defiance? Our plan is 
commerce, and that, well attended to, will secure us the peace and friendship of 
all Europe; because it is the interest of all Europe to have America a free port. 
Her trade will always be a protection, and her barrenness of gold and silver 
secure her from invaders. 

14) I challenge the warmest advocate for reconciliation to show a single 
advantage that this continent can reap by being connected with Great Britain. I 
repeat the challenge; not a single advantage is derived. Our corn will fetch its 
price in any market in Europe, and our imported goods must be paid for by 
them where we will. 

15) Ye that tell us of harmony and reconciliation, can ye restore to us the time 
that is past? Can ye give to prostitution its former innocence? Neither can ye 
reconcile Britain and America. The last cord now is broken, the people of 
England are presenting addresses against us. There are injuries which nature 
cannot forgive; she would cease to be nature if she did. As well can the lover 
forgive the ravisher of his mistress, as the continent forgive the murders of 
Britain. The Almighty hath implanted in us these unextinguishable feelings for 
good and wise purposes. They are the guardians of his image in our hearts. They 
distinguish us from the herd of common animals. The social compact would 
dissolve, and justice be extirpated15 from the earth, or have only a casual 
existence were we callous16 to the touches of affection. The robber, and the 
murderer, would often escape unpunished, did not the injuries which our 
tempers sustain, provoke us into justice. 

16) O ye that love mankind! Ye that dare oppose, not only the tyranny, but the 
tyrant, stand forth! Every spot of the old world is overrun with oppression. 
Freedom hath been hunted round the globe. Asia, and Africa, have long expelled 
her. — Europe regards her like a stranger, and England hath given her warning 
to depart. O! receive the fugitive, and prepare in time an asylum17 for mankind. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
15 Extirpated – V. To root out and destroy completely  
16 Callous – Adj. Unfeeling; insensitive; heartless 
17 Asylum – N. Shelter or protection from danger; sanctuary  
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Patrick Henry 
      March, 1775 
1) Mr. President18:  No man thinks more highly than I 
do of the patriotism, as well as abilities, of the very 
worthy gentlemen who have just addressed the House. 
But different men often see the same subject in different 
lights; and, therefore, I hope it will not be thought 
disrespectful to those gentlemen if, entertaining as I do 
opinions of a character very opposite to theirs, I shall speak forth my sentiments 
freely and without reserve.  

2) This is no time for ceremony. The question before the House is one of 
awful moment to this country. For my own part, I consider it as nothing less 
than a question of freedom or slavery; and in proportion to the magnitude of the 
subject ought to be the freedom of the debate. It is only in this way that we can 
hope to arrive at truth, and fulfill the great responsibility which we hold to God 
and our country. Should I keep back my opinions at such a time, through fear of 
giving offense, I should consider myself as guilty of treason towards my country, 
and of an act of disloyalty toward the Majesty of Heaven, which I revere above 
all earthly kings.  

3) Mr. President, it is natural to man to indulge in the illusions of hope. 
We are apt to shut our eyes against a painful truth, and listen to the song of that 
siren till she transforms us into beasts. Is this the part of wise men, engaged in a 
great and arduous struggle for liberty? Are we disposed to be of the number of 
those who, having eyes, see not, and, having ears, hear not, the things which so 
nearly concern their temporal salvation? For my part, whatever anguish of spirit 
it may cost, I am willing to know the whole truth; to know the worst, and to 
provide for it.  

4) I have but one lamp by which my feet are guided, and that is the lamp 
of experience. I know of no way of judging of the future but by the past. And 
judging by the past, I wish to know what there has been in the conduct of the 
British ministry for the last ten years to justify those hopes with which 
gentlemen have been pleased to solace19 themselves and the House. Is it that 
insidious smile with which our petition has been lately received?  
Trust it not, sir; it will prove a snare20 to your feet. Suffer not yourselves to be 
betrayed with a kiss. Ask yourselves how this gracious reception of our petition 
comports with those warlike preparations which cover our waters and darken 
our land.  

5) Are fleets and armies necessary to a work of love and reconciliation? 
Have we shown ourselves so unwilling to be reconciled that force must be called 
in to win back our love? Let us not deceive ourselves, sir. These are the 
implements of war and subjugation; the last arguments to which kings resort. I 

                                                 
18 Mr. President – President of the 2nd Virginia Convention, Peyton Randolph  
19 Solace – V. To give comfort or consolation  
20 Snare – N. A trap 

ask gentlemen, sir, what means this martial array21, if its purpose be not to 
force us to submission? Can gentlemen assign any other possible motive for it? 
Has Great Britain any enemy, in this quarter of the world, to call for all this 
accumulation of navies and armies? No, sir, she has none. They are meant for 
us: they can be meant for no other. They are sent over to bind and rivet upon us 
those chains which the British ministry have been so long forging. And what 
have we to oppose to them? Shall we try argument? Sir, we have been trying that 
for the last ten years.  

6) Have we anything new to offer upon the subject? Nothing. We have 
held the subject up in every light of which it is capable; but it has been all in 
vain. Shall we resort to entreaty and humble supplication? What terms shall we 
find which have not been already exhausted? Let us not, I beseech you, sir, 
deceive ourselves.  

7) Sir, we have done everything that could be done to avert the storm 
which is now coming on. We have petitioned; we have remonstrated; we have 
supplicated; we have prostrated ourselves before the throne, and have implored 
its interposition to arrest the tyrannical hands of the ministry and Parliament. 
Our petitions have been slighted; our remonstrances22 have produced 
additional violence and insult; our supplications23 have been disregarded; and 
we have been spurned, with contempt, from the foot of the throne!  

8) In vain, after these things, may we indulge the fond hope of peace 
and reconciliation. There is no longer any room for hope. If we wish to be free -- 
if we mean to preserve inviolate24 those inestimable privileges for which we 
have been so long contending -- if we mean not basely to abandon the noble 
struggle in which we have been so long engaged, and which we have pledged 
ourselves never to abandon until the glorious object of our contest shall be 
obtained -- we must fight! I repeat it, sir, we must fight! An appeal to arms and 
to the God of hosts is all that is left us! They tell us, sir, that we are weak; unable 
to cope with so formidable an adversary. But when shall we be stronger? Will it 
be the next week, or the next year? Will it be when we are totally disarmed, and 
when a British guard shall be stationed in every house? Shall we gather strength 
by irresolution and inaction?  

9) Shall we acquire the means of effectual resistance by lying 
supinely25 on our backs and hugging the delusive phantom of hope, until our 
enemies shall have bound us hand and foot? Sir, we are not weak if we make a 
proper use of those means which the God of nature hath placed in our power. 
Three millions of people, armed in the holy cause of liberty, and in such a 
country as that which we possess, are invincible by any force which our enemy 
can send against us. Besides, sir, we shall not fight our battles alone. There is a 
just God who presides over the destinies of nations, and who will raise up 

                                                 
21 Martial array – N. Accumulation of soldiers and implements of war 
22 Remonstrances – N. Protests; objections 
23 Supplication – N. Pleas; the begging for an object/idea 
24 Inviolate – Adj. Unsoiled; pure; unmolested  
25 Supinely – Adv. To lay on one’s back with the face up and the hands at the sides 



friends to fight our battles for us. The battle, sir, is not to the strong alone; it is 
to the vigilant, the active, the brave.  

10) Besides, sir, we have no election26. If we were base enough to 
desire it, it is now too late to retire from the contest. There is no retreat but in 
submission and slavery! Our chains are forged! Their clanking may be heard on 
the plains of Boston!  

11) The war is inevitable -- and let it come! I repeat it, sir, let it come. 
12) It is in vain, sir, to extenuate27 the matter. Gentlemen may cry, 

Peace, Peace -- but there is no peace. The war is actually begun! The next gale28 
that sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the clash of resounding arms! 
Our brethren are already in the field! Why stand we here idle? What is it that 
gentlemen wish? What would they have? Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to 
be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, Almighty God!  
I know not what course others may take but as for me: give me liberty or give 
me death! 

 

Thomas Paine 

 
1) THESE are the times that try men's souls. The summer soldier and 

the sunshine patriot will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of their country; 
but he that stands it now, deserves the love and thanks of man and woman. 
Tyranny, like hell, is not easily conquered; yet we have this consolation with us, 
that the harder the conflict, the more glorious the triumph. What we obtain too 
cheap, we esteem too lightly: it is dearness only that gives every thing its value. 
Heaven knows how to put a proper price upon its goods; and it would be strange 
indeed if so celestial an article as FREEDOM should not be highly rated. Britain, 
with an army to enforce her tyranny, has declared that she has a right (not only 
to TAX) but "to BIND us in ALL CASES WHATSOEVER," and if being bound in 
that manner, is not slavery, then is there not such a thing as slavery upon earth. 
Even the expression is impious29; for so unlimited a power can belong only to 
God. 

2) Whether the independence of the continent was declared too soon, or 
delayed too long, I will not now enter into as an argument; my own simple 
opinion is, that had it been eight months earlier, it would have been much 
better. We did not make a proper use of last winter, neither could we, while we 
were in a dependent state. However, the fault, if it were one, was all our own; we 
have none to blame but ourselves. But no great deal is lost yet. All that Howe30 

                                                 
26 Election – N. Choice 
27 Extenuate – V. To make seem less important or worthy 
28 Gale – N. A very strong wind (as in a storm) 
29 Impious – Adj. Not showing respect or reverence (esp. to God) 
30 Howe – General Sir William Howe; a particularly ruthless British General – 
Commander in Chief of all British forces in the US from 1775-78 

has been doing for this month past, is rather a ravage than a conquest, which 
the spirit of the Jerseys, a year ago, would have quickly repulsed, and which 
time and a little resolution will soon recover. 

3) I have as little superstition in me as any man living, but my secret 
opinion has ever been, and still is, that God Almighty will not give up a people to 
military destruction, or leave them unsupportedly to perish, who have so 
earnestly31 and so repeatedly sought to avoid the calamities32 of war, by 
every decent method which wisdom could invent. Neither have I so much of the 
infidel in me, as to suppose that He has relinquished the government of the 
world, and given us up to the care of devils; and as I do not, I cannot see on 
what grounds the king of Britain can look up to heaven for help against us: a 
common murderer, a highwayman, or a house-breaker, has as good a pretence 
as he… 

4) I once felt all that kind of anger, which a man ought to feel, against 
the mean principles that are held by the Tories33: a noted one, who kept a 
tavern at Amboy, was standing at his door, with as pretty a child in his hand, 
about eight or nine years old, as I ever saw, and after speaking his mind as freely 
as he thought was prudent, finished with this unfatherly expression, "Well! give 
me peace in my day." Not a man lives on the continent but fully believes that a 
separation must some time or other finally take place, and a generous parent 
should have said, "If there must be trouble, let it be in my day, that my child 
may have peace;" and this single reflection, well applied, is sufficient to awaken 
every man to duty. Not a place upon earth might be so happy as America. Her 
situation is remote from all the wrangling world, and she has nothing to do but 
to trade with them. A man can distinguish himself between temper and 
principle, and I am as confident, as I am that God governs the world, that 
America will never be happy till she gets clear of foreign dominion. Wars, 
without ceasing, will break out till that period arrives, and the continent must in 
the end be conqueror; for though the flame of liberty may sometimes cease to 
shine, the coal can never expire. 

5) America did not, nor does not want force; but she wanted a proper 
application of that force. Wisdom is not the purchase of a day, and it is no 
wonder that we should err at the first setting off. From an excess of tenderness, 
we were unwilling to raise an army, and trusted our cause to the temporary 
defense of a well-meaning militia. A summer's experience has now taught us 
better; yet with those troops, while they were collected, we were able to set 
bounds to the progress of the enemy, and, thank God! they are again 
assembling. I always considered militia as the best troops in the world for a 
sudden exertion, but they will not do for a long campaign. Howe, it is probable, 
will make an attempt on this city [Philadelphia]; should he fail on this side the 
Delaware, he is ruined. If he succeeds, our cause is not ruined. He stakes all on 
his side against a part on ours; admitting he succeeds, the consequence will be, 
that armies from both ends of the continent will march to assist their suffering 

                                                 
31 Earnestly – Adv. Showing intense conviction 
32 Calamities – N. Disaster; distress 
33 Tories – N. Supporters of British rule (opp. Whigs) 
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friends in the middle states; for he cannot go everywhere, it is impossible. I 
consider Howe as the greatest enemy the Tories have; he is bringing a war into 
their country, which, had it not been for him and partly for themselves, they had 
been clear of. Should he now be expelled, I wish with all the devotion of a 
Christian, that the names of Whig34 and Tory may never more be mentioned; 
but should the Tories give him encouragement to come, or assistance if he come, 
I as sincerely wish that our next year's arms may expel them from the continent, 
and the Congress appropriate their possessions to the relief of those who have 
suffered in well-doing. A single successful battle next year will settle the whole. 
America could carry on a two years' war by the confiscation of the property of 
disaffected persons, and be made happy by their expulsion. Say not that this is 
revenge, call it rather the soft resentment of a suffering people, who, having no 
object in view but the good of all, have staked their own all upon a seemingly 
doubtful event. Yet it is folly to argue against determined hardness; eloquence 
may strike the ear, and the language of sorrow draw forth the tear of 
compassion, but nothing can reach the heart that is steeled with prejudice. 

6) Quitting this class of men, I turn with the warm ardor of a friend to 
those who have nobly stood, and are yet determined to stand the matter out: I 
call not upon a few, but upon all: not on this state or that state, but on every 
state: up and help us; lay your shoulders to the wheel; better have too much 
force than too little, when so great an object is at stake. Let it be told to the 
future world, that in the depth of winter, when nothing but hope and virtue 
could survive, that the city and the country, alarmed at one common danger, 
came forth to meet and to repulse it. Say not that thousands are gone, turn out 
your tens of thousands; throw not the burden of the day upon Providence35, 
but "show your faith by your works," that God may bless you. It matters not 
where you live, or what rank of life you hold, the evil or the blessing will reach 
you all. The far and the near, the home counties and the back, the rich and the 
poor, will suffer or rejoice alike. The heart that feels not now is dead; the blood 
of his children will curse his cowardice, who shrinks back at a time when a little 
might have saved the whole, and made them happy. I love the man that can 
smile in trouble, that can gather strength from distress, and grow brave by 
reflection. 'Tis the business of little minds to shrink; but he whose heart is firm, 
and whose conscience approves his conduct, will pursue his principles unto 
death. My own line of reasoning is to myself as straight and clear as a ray of 
light. Not all the treasures of the world, so far as I believe, could have induced 
me to support an offensive war, for I think it murder; but if a thief breaks into 
my house, burns and destroys my property, and kills or threatens to kill me, or 
those that are in it, and to "bind me in all cases whatsoever" to his absolute will, 
am I to suffer it? What signifies it to me, whether he who does it is a king or a 
common man; my countryman or not my countryman; whether it be done by an 
individual villain, or an army of them? If we reason to the root of things we shall 
find no difference; neither can any just cause be assigned why we should punish 
in the one case and pardon in the other. Let them call me rebel and welcome, I 

                                                 
34 Whig – N. Supporters of colonial independence  
35 Providence – N. The protective care of God 

feel no concern from it; but I should suffer the misery of devils, were I to make a 
whore of my soul by swearing allegiance to one whose character is that of a 
sottish, stupid, stubborn, worthless, brutish man. I conceive likewise a horrid 
idea in receiving mercy from a being, who at the last day shall be shrieking to 
the rocks and mountains to cover him, and fleeing with terror from the orphan, 
the widow, and the slain of America. 

7) There are cases which cannot be overdone by language, and this is 
one. There are persons, too, who see not the full extent of the evil which 
threatens them; they solace themselves with hopes that the enemy, if he 
succeed, will be merciful. It is the madness of folly, to expect mercy from those 
who have refused to do justice; and even mercy, where conquest is the object, is 
only a trick of war; the cunning of the fox is as murderous as the violence of the 
wolf, and we ought to guard equally against both. Howe's first object is, partly 
by threats and partly by promises, to terrify or seduce the people to deliver up 
their arms and receive mercy. The ministry recommended the same plan to 
Gage36, and this is what the tories call making their peace, "a peace which 
passeth all understanding" indeed! A peace which would be the immediate 
forerunner of a worse ruin than any we have yet thought of. Ye men of 
Pennsylvania, do reason upon these things! Were the back counties to give up 
their arms, they would fall an easy prey to the Indians, who are all armed: this 
perhaps is what some Tories would not be sorry for. Were the home counties to 
deliver up their arms, they would be exposed to the resentment of the back 
counties who would then have it in their power to chastise their defection at 
pleasure. And were any one state to give up its arms, that state must be 
garrisoned by all Howe's army of Britons and Hessians37 to preserve it from 
the anger of the rest. Mutual fear is the principal link in the chain of mutual 
love, and woe be to that state that breaks the compact. Howe is mercifully 
inviting you to barbarous destruction, and men must be either rogues or fools 
that will not see it. I dwell not upon the vapors of imagination; I bring reason to 
your ears, and, in language as plain as A, B, C, hold up truth to your eyes. 

8) I thank God, that I fear not. I see no real cause for fear. I know our 
situation well, and can see the way out of it. While our army was collected, Howe 
dared not risk a battle; and it is no credit to him that he decamped from the 
White Plains, and waited a mean opportunity to ravage the defenceless Jerseys; 
but it is great credit to us, that, with a handful of men, we sustained an orderly 
retreat for near an hundred miles, brought off our ammunition, all our field 
pieces, the greatest part of our stores, and had four rivers to pass. None can say 
that our retreat was precipitate38, for we were near three weeks in performing 
it, that the country might have time to come in. Twice we marched back to meet 
the enemy, and remained out till dark. The sign of fear was not seen in our 
camp, and had not some of the cowardly and disaffected inhabitants spread 
false alarms through the country, the Jerseys had never been ravaged. Once 

                                                 
36 Gage – Thomas Gage; A British General; was responsible for quartering British 
soldiers in the New York area after pulling them from the frontier for reinforcements  
37 Hessians – German mercenaries (soldiers of fortune)  
38 Precipitate – Adj. Done suddenly or without much consideration  



more we are again collected and collecting; our new army at both ends of the 
continent is recruiting fast, and we shall be able to open the next campaign with 
sixty thousand men, well armed and clothed. This is our situation, and who will 
may know it. By perseverance and fortitude we have the prospect of a glorious 
issue; by cowardice and submission, the sad choice of a variety of evils- a 
ravaged country- a depopulated city- habitations without safety, and slavery 
without hope- our homes turned into barracks and bawdy-houses for Hessians, 
and a future race to provide for, whose fathers we shall doubt of. Look on this 
picture and weep over it! and if there yet remains one thoughtless wretch who 
believes it not, let him suffer it unlamented. 

The Result 

(focus on the bolded text) 

 

 

 

The Declaration of Independence 
IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776. 

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America, 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one 
people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them 
with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the 
separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of 
Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of 
mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel 
them to the separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure these rights, Governments are 
instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent 
of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes 
destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to 
abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on 
such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them 
shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. 
Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established 
should not be changed for light and transient causes; and 
accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more 
disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right 
themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. 

But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing 
invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under 
absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such 
Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.--
Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is 
now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former 
Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great 
Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having 
in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these 
States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world. 

  He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the 
public good. 
He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing 
importance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be 
obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. 
He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts 
of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in 
the Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.  
He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, 
and distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose 
of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.  
He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly 
firmness his invasions on the rights of the people. 
He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be 
elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have 
returned to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the 
mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and 
convulsions within. 
He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that 
purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to 
pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions 
of new Appropriations of Lands. 
He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to 
Laws for establishing Judiciary powers. 
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their 
offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries. 
He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of 
Officers to harrass our people, and eat out their substance. 
He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the 
Consent of our legislatures. 
He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the 
Civil power. 
He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our 
constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their 
Acts of pretended Legislation: 
For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders 
which they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States: 
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: 
For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:  
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For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury: 
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences 
For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, 
establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries 
so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the 
same absolute rule into these Colonies: 
For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and 
altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments: 
For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested 
with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 
He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and 
waging War against us. 
He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and 
destroyed the lives of our people.  
He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to 
compleat the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with 
circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous 
ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation. 
He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear 
Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and 
Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.  
He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to 
bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, 
whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, 
sexes and conditions. 

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most 
humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated 
injury. A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a 
Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have 
warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an 
unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the 
circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their 
native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our 
common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably 
interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the 
voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the 
necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest 
of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends. 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General 
Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the 
rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good 
People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United 
Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they 
are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political 
connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be 

totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power 
to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do 
all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the 
support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine 
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our 
sacred Honor. 

The Power of the Self 

Benjamin Franklin  
At length, a fresh difference arising between my brother and me, I took 

upon me to assert my freedom, presuming that he would not venture to produce 
the new indentures39. It was not fair in me to take this advantage, and this I 
therefore reckon one of the first errata40 of my life; but the unfairness of it 
weighed little with me, when under the impressions of resentment for the blows 
his passion too often urged him to bestow upon me, though he was otherwise 
not an ill-natur'd man: perhaps I was too saucy and provoking.  

When he found I would leave him, he took care to prevent my getting 
employment in any other printing-house of the town, by going round and 
speaking to every master, who accordingly refus'd to give me work. I then 
thought of going to New York, as the nearest place where there was a printer; 
and I was rather inclin'd to leave Boston when I reflected that I had already 
made myself a little obnoxious to the governing party, and, from the arbitrary 
proceedings of the assembly in my brother's case, it was likely I might, if I 
stay'd, soon bring myself into scrapes41; and farther, that my indiscrete42 
disputations43 about religion began to make me pointed at with horror by 
good people as an infidel or atheist. I determin'd on the point, but my father 
now siding with my brother, I was sensible that, if I attempted to go openly, 
means would be used to prevent me. My friend Collins, therefore, undertook to 
manage a little for me. He agreed with the captain of a New York sloop for my 
passage, under the notion of my being a young acquaintance of his, that had got 
a naughty girl with child, whose friends would compel me to marry her, and 
therefore I could not appear or come away publicly. So I sold some of my books 
to raise a little money, was taken on board privately, and as we had a fair wind, 
in three days I found myself in New York, near 300 miles from home, a boy of 
but 17 without the least recommendation to, or knowledge of any person in the 
place, and with very little money in my pocket.  

My inclinations for the sea were by this time worne out, or I might now 
have gratify'd them. But, having a trade, and supposing myself a pretty good 
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workman, I offer'd my service to the printer in the place, old Mr. William 
Bradford, who had been the first printer in Pennsylvania, but removed from 
thence upon the quarrel of George Keith. He could give me no employment, 
having little to do, and help enough already; but says he, "My son at 
Philadelphia has lately lost his principal hand, Aquila Rose, by death; if you go 
thither, I believe he may employ you." Philadelphia was a hundred miles 
further; I set out, however, in a boat for Amboy, leaving my chest and things to 
follow me round by sea.  

In crossing the Bay, we met with a Squall44 that tore our rotten Sails to 
pieces, prevented our getting into the kill and drove us upon Long Island. In our 
way, a drunken Dutchman, who was a Passenger too, fell overboard; when he 
was sinking, I reached through the water to his shock pate45, and drew him up, 
so that we got him in again. His ducking sobered him a little, and he went to 
sleep, taking first out of his Pocket a Book, which he desir'd I would dry for him. 
It proved to be my old favourite Author, Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress in Dutch, 
finely printed on good paper, with copper cuts, a dress better than I had ever 
seen it wear in its own Language. I have since found that it has been translated 
into most of the Languages of Europe, and suppose it has been more generally 
read than any other book, except perhaps the Bible. Honest John was the first 
that I know of who mix'd narration and dialogue; a method of writing very 
engaging to the Reader, who in the most interesting parts finds himself, as it 
were, brought into the company and present at the discourse... 

When we drew near the Island, we found it was at a place where there 
could be no landing, there being a great surf on the stony beach. So we dropped 
anchor, and swung round towards the Shore. Some people came down to the 
water edge and hallow'd46 to us, as we did to them; but the wind was so high, 
and the surf so loud, that we could not hear so as to understand each other. 
There were canoes on the shore, and we made signs, and hallow'd that they 
should fetch us; but they either did not understand us, or thought it 
impracticable, so they went away, and night coming on, we had no Remedy but 
to wait till the wind should abate47; and, in the meantime, the boatman and I 
concluded to sleep, if we could; and so crowded into the scuttle, with the 
Dutchman, who was still wet, and the spray beating over the head of our boat, 
leak'd thro' to us, so that we were soon almost as wet as he. In this manner we 
lay all night, with very little rest; but, the wind abating the next day, we made a 
shift to reach Amboy before night, having been thirty hours on the water, 
without victuals48, or any drink but a bottle of filthy rum, and the water we 
sail'd on being salt. 

It rained very hard all the day; I was thoroughly soak'd, and by noon a 
good deal tired; so I stopped at a poor Inn, where I staid all Night, beginning 

                                                 
44 Squall – N. A sudden and violent storm 
45 Shock pate – Hair of the head 
46 Hallow'd – V. Called; yelled 
47 Abate – V. To cause to become less; diminish 
48 Victuals – N. Food 

now to wish that I had never left home. I cut so miserable a Figure49, too, 
that I found, by the questions ask'd me, I was suspected to be some runaway 
servant, and in danger of being taken up on that suspicion. However, I 
proceeded the next day, and got in the evening to an inn, within eight or ten 
miles of Burlington, kept by one Dr. Brown.  

He entered into Conversation with me while I took some Refreshment, 
and, finding I had read a little, became very sociable and friendly. Our 
Acquaintance continu'd as long as he liv'd. He had been, I imagine, an 
itinerant50 Doctor, for there was no town in England, or country in Europe, of 
which he could not give a very particular account. He had some letters, and was 
ingenious, but much of an unbeliever, and wickedly undertook, some years 
after, to travesty the Bible in doggerel51 verse, as Cotton had done Virgil. By 
this means he set many of the facts in a very ridiculous light, and might have 
hurt weak minds if his work had been published; but it never was. 

At his house I lay that night, and the next morning reach'd Burlington, 
but had the mortification52 to find that the regular boats were gone a little 
before my coming, and no other expected to go before Tuesday, this being 
Saturday; wherefore I returned to an old woman in the town, of whom I had 
bought gingerbread to eat on the Water, and ask'd her advice. She invited me to 
lodge at her house till a passage by water should offer; and being tired with my 
foot travelling, I accepted the invitation. She understanding I was a printer, 
would have had me stay at that town and follow my business, being ignorant of 
the stock53 necessary to begin with. She was very hospitable, gave me a dinner 
of ox-cheek with great goodwill, accepting only a pot of ale in return; and I 
thought myself fixed till Tuesday should come. However, walking in the evening 
by the side of the river, a boat came by, which I found was going towards 
Philadelphia, with several people in her. They took me in, and, as there was no 
wind, we row'd all the way; and about midnight, not having yet seen the city, 
some of the company were confident we must have passed it, and would row no 
farther; the others knew not where we were; so we put toward the shore, got into 
a creek, landed near an old fence, with the rails of which we made a fire, the 
night being cold, in October, and there we remained till daylight. Then one of 
the company knew the place to be Cooper's Creek, a little above Philadelphia, 
which we saw as soon as we got out of the Creek, and arriv'd there about eight or 
nine o'clock on the Sunday Morning, and landed at the Market Street Wharf. 

 

Arrival in Philadelphia 
I have been the more particular in this description of my journey, and 

shall be so of my first entry into that city, that you may in your mind compare 
such unlikely beginnings with the figure I have since made there. I was in my 

                                                 
49 I cut so miserable a figure – he looked ragged and starved  
50 Itinerant – Adj. Traveling from place to place 
51 Doggerel – Adj. Crude and/or irregular verse (poetry) usually used for humor, 
satire, or ridicule 
52 Mortification – N. A feeling of shame, humiliation, or wounded pride 
53 Stock – N. Money; resources  



working dress, my best clothes being to come round by Sea. I was dirty from my 
journey; my pockets were stuff'd out with Shirts and Stockings, and I knew no 
Soul nor where to look for lodging. I was fatigued with travelling, rowing, and 
want of rest, I was very hungry; and my whole stock of cash consisted of a Dutch 
dollar, and about a shilling in copper. The latter I gave the people of the boat for 
my passage, who at first refus'd it, on account of my rowing; but I insisted on 
their taking it. A man being sometimes more generous when he has but a little 
money than when he has plenty, perhaps thro' Fear of being thought to have but 
little. 

Then I walked up the Street, gazing about till near the Market-house I 
met a boy with bread. I had made many a meal on bread, and, inquiring where 
he got it, I went immediately to the baker's he directed me to, in Second Street, 
and ask'd for biscuit, intending such as we had in Boston; but they, it seems, 
were not made in Philadelphia. Then I asked for a three-penny loaf, and was 
told they had none such. So not considering or knowing the difference of money, 
and the greater cheapness nor the names of his bread, I made him give me three 
pennyworth of any sort. He gave me, accordingly, three great puffy rolls. I was 
surpris'd at the quantity, but took it, and, having no room in my pockets, walk'd 
off with a roll under each arm, and eating the other. Thus I went up Market 
Street as far as Fourth Street, passing by the door of Mr. Read, my future wife's 
father; when she, standing at the door, saw me, and thought I made, as I 
certainly did, a most awkward, ridiculous appearance. Then I turned and went 
down Chestnut Street and part of Walnut Street, eating my roll all the way, and, 
coming round found myself again at Market Street Wharf, near the boat I came 
in, to which I went for a draught54 of the river water; and, being filled with one 
of my rolls, gave the other two to a woman and her child that came down the 
river in the boat with us, and were waiting to go farther. 

Thus refreshed, I walked again up the street, which by this time had 
many clean-dressed people in it, who were all walking the same way. I joined 
them, and thereby was led into the great Meeting House of the Quakers near the 
market. I sat down among them, and, after looking round awhile and hearing 
nothing said, being very drowsy thro' labor and want of Rest the preceding 
night, I fell fast asleep, and continued so till the meeting broke up, when one 
was kind enough to rouse me. This was, therefore, the first house I was in, or 
slept in, in Philadelphia... 

Arriving at Moral Perfection 
It was about this time I conceiv'd the bold and arduous55 Project of 

arriving at moral perfection. I wish'd to live without committing any fault at any 
time; I would conquer all that either natural inclination, custom, or company 
might lead me into. As I knew, or thought I knew, what was right and wrong, I 
did not see why I might not always do the one and avoid the other. But I soon 
found I had undertaken a task of more difficulty than I had imagined. While my 
care was employ'd in guarding against one fault, I was often surprised by 
another; habit took the advantage of inattention; inclination was sometimes too 
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strong for reason. I concluded, at length, that the mere speculative conviction 
that it was our interest to be completely virtuous, was not sufficient to prevent 
our slipping; and that the contrary habits must be broken, and good ones 
acquired and established, before we can have any dependence on a steady, 
uniform Rectitude of Conduct. For this purpose I therefore contrived the 
following method.  

In the various enumerations56 of the moral virtues I had met with in 
my reading, I found the catalogue more or less numerous, as different writers 
included more or fewer ideas under the same name. Temperance, for example, 
was by some confined to eating and drinking, while by others it was extended to 
mean the moderating every other pleasure, appetite, inclination, or passion, 
bodily or mental, even to our avarice57 and ambition. I propos'd to myself, for 
the sake of clearness, to use rather more names, with fewer ideas annexed58 to 
each, than a few names with more ideas; and I included under Thirteen Names 
of Virtues all that at that time occurr'd to me as necessary or desirable, and 
annexed to each a short precept, which fully express'd the extent I gave to its 
Meaning.  

These Names of Virtues were: 
 
 
1. Temperance 
Eat not to Dullness. Drink not to Elevation.  
2. Silence 
Speak not but what may benefit others or yourself. Avoiding trifling 
Conversation. 
3. Order. 
Let all your Things have their Places. Let each part of your Business have its 
Time. 
4. Resolution. 
Resolve to perform what you ought. Perform without fail what you resolve. 
5. Frugality. 
Make no Expense but to do good to others or yourself: i.e., waste nothing. 
6. Industry. 
Lose no Time. Be always employ´d in something useful. Cut off all unnecessary 
Actions. 
7. Sincerity. 
Use no hurtful deceit. Think innocently and justly; and, if you speak, speak 
accordingly. 
8. Justice. 
Wrong none, by doing Injuries or omitting the Benefits that are your Duty. 
9. Moderation. 
Avoid Extremes. Forbear resenting Injuries so much as you think they deserve. 
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10. Cleanliness. 
Tolerate no Uncleanness in Body, Clothes or Habitation. 
11. Tranquillity. 
Be not disturbed at Trifles, or at Accidents common or unavoidable.  
12. Chastity. 
Rarely use Venery59 but for Health or Offspring; Never to Dullness, Weakness, 
or the Injury of your own or another´s Peace or Reputation. 
13. Humility. 
Imitate Jesus and Socrates. 

My intention being to acquire the Habitude of all these Virtues, I judg’d 
it would be well not to distract my attention by attempting the whole at once, 
but to fix it on one of them at a time; and, when I should be master of that, then 
to proceed to another, and so on, till I should have gone thro’ the thirteen; and, 
as the previous acquisition of some might facilitate the acquisition of certain 
others, I arrang’d them with that view, as they stand above. Temperance first, as 
it tends to procure that coolness and clearness of head, which is so necessary 
where constant vigilance was to be kept up, and guard maintained against the 
unremitting attraction of ancient habits, and the force of perpetual temptations. 
This being acquir’d and establish’d, Silence would be more easy; and my desire 
being to gain knowledge at the same time that I improv’d in Virtue, and 
considering that in conversation it was obtain’d rather by the use of the ears 
than of the tongue, and therefore wishing to break a habit I was getting into of 
prattling, punning, and joking, which only made me acceptable to trifling60 
company, I gave Silence the second place. This and the next, Order, I expected 
would allow me more time for attending to my project and my studies. 
Resolution, once become habitual, would keep me firm in my endeavours to 
obtain all the subsequent Virtues; Frugality and Industry freeing me from my 
remaining debt, and producing affluence61 and independence, would make 
more easy the Practice of Sincerity and Justice, etc., etc. Conceiving then, that, 
agreeably to the advice of Pythagoras in his Golden Verses62, daily 
examination would be necessary, I contrived the following method for 
conducting that examination. 

I made a little book, in which I allotted a Page for each of the Virtues. I 
rul’d each page with red ink, so as to have seven columns, one for each day of 
the week, marking each column with a letter for the day. I cross’d these columns 
with thirteen red Lines, marking the beginning of each line with the first letter 
of one of the Virtues, on which line, and in its proper column, I might mark, by a 
little black spot, every fault I found upon examination to have been committed 
respecting that Virtue upon that day. 
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I determined to give a week's strict Attention to each of the virtues 

successively. Thus, in the first week, my great guard was to avoid every the least 
offence against temperance, leaving the other Virtues to their ordinary chance, 
only marking every evening the Faults of the Day. Thus, if in the first week I 
could keep my first Line, marked T, clear of spots, I suppos'd the habit of that 
Virtue so much strengthen'd and its opposite weaken'd, that I might venture 
extending my attention to include the next, and for the following week keep 
both lines clear of spots. Proceeding thus to the last, I could go thro' a course 
complete in thirteen weeks, and four courses in a year. And like him who, 
having a garden to weed, does not attempt to eradicate all the bad herbs at once, 
which would exceed his reach and his strength, but works on one of the beds at a 
time, and, having accomplish'd the first, proceeds to a second, so I should have, 
I hoped, the encouraging pleasure of seeing on my pages the progress I made in 
Virtue, by clearing successively my lines of their spots, till in the End, by a 
number of courses, I should he happy in viewing a clean book, after a thirteen 
weeks' daily examination. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TEMPERANCE 
 

Eat not to Dulness 
Drink not to Elevation 
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